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Chief Manger, County Executive Duncan, men and women of the 
Montgomery County Police, and honored guests, I am especially 
pleased to share a few words with you on this special day on behalf 
of the County Council. 
 
This County owes a debt of gratitude to our police department that 
can never be repaid. You helped to sustain and assure us through 
those turbulent times following September 11.  
 
You put your bodies on the line when our community was terrorized 
by the snipers. Just think for a moment how many scared children’s 
anxieties -- like my son’s -- were soothed with comforting words from 
parents of “Don’t worry – the police will protect us and find the ‘bad 
guys.’” You did protect us – and you did catch the bad guys. 
 
As I was growing up, I learned about the difference between right and 
wrong from a lot of different teachers. First, of course, there were my 
parents. There was my faith.  
 
And, of course, like every kid, there were comic books, where the 
likes of the Justice League of America and the Legion of Super 
Heroes were always overcoming the evil-doers. 
 
Now, of course, that was pretend. The Montgomery County Police, 
however, are the “Real Deal.” No capes, no “faster than a speeding 
bullet,” no swinging on webs from skyscrapers, no breathing under 
water – just hard work, a vow to protect, and the dogged pursuit of 
justice, day-in and day-out in a world that’s a good bit more 
complicated and messier than that you’ll find in the comics. 
 
Leadership is all-important. General Patton had it exactly right when 
he said, “Wars may be fought with weapons, but they are won by 



men” (and, I would add, women). “It is the spirit of the men who follow 
and the man who leads that gains the victory.” 
 
And that is why Montgomery County is so lucky to have Tom Manger 
to lead our department of outstanding men and women. He has risen 
through the ranks to become a nationally-recognized leader in the 
battle against crime, yes, but also a voice for addressing the 
underlying causes that lead folks off the straight and narrow path.  
 
Add his commitment to building a police force that reflects the rich 
diversity of our community to his unstinting demands for the highest 
ethical standards and you see the spirit of the man before us today. 
 
On behalf of the County Council, I welcome Tom Manger back to 
Montgomery County, and also welcome his wife Jacqueline, and their 
son Jack. ! pledge to soon-to-be Chief Manger our cooperation in 
advancing public safety in this, the greatest County in America. 
 
Thank you. 


